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The classic assumption of the western urban sociology suggests that, people's 
social networks will have huge changes with the development of urbanization. The 
importance of the primary relationship will be in a decline, while the secondary 
relationship gradually become the leading social networks, and the heterogeneity and 
height of the network will be highly improved. In order to verify the applicability of 
these assumptions, and to tap the extraordinary reality in our country, this passage 
take Xiang' an District of Xiamen City as an example. By doing quantitative research 
and extracting the timing and degree of the construction of four different rural areas or 
communities, this passage is to show the network changes of rural residents in the 
context of rural urbanization in our country. Taking the social network that related to 
family weddings and funerals as the entry point, this passage found that geographical 
relationships and Kinship are still the most important part of social networks of rural 
residents, while other relationship accounts for only a very small proportion, and the 
heterogeneity and height of the network is still in a relatively low level. From the 
horizontal point of view, in the areas with higher level of urbanization, the proportion 
of geopolitical relationship declines while the proportion of other relationship increase, 
and the heterogeneity and the height for the network are in an upward trend, but in 
general, these don’t break the differential pattern of traditional rural state described by 
professional Fei Xiaotong. In order to clarify the reasons mechanism for this state, this 
paper firstly analyzes the factors that may affect building process of the social 
network, starting from the two aspects of the social environment and family individual 
characteristics. Data analysis results show that the urbanization degree , the number of 
family settlements , land acquisition situation, family farm income to total income 
ratio, household per capita income , per capita spending of entertainment development 
information and other factors have the different degrees of effect on social networks, 
implies that the construction of individual social networks both received the 
constraints of social environment and individual characteristics. Besides, the higher 














lower proportion of the kinship and geopolitical relationship in family and social 
networks, the higher proportion of other relationship, and with stronger heterogeneity 
and higher height of the network . This indicates that the forecast of the trends of 
social networks in the western theory of urbanization has been verified, however, the 
social networks of rural residents did not occur to the expected degree of change, this 
passage further discussed the causes, hold the opinion that this is due to the low level 
of urbanization, the traditional ethical culture of discipline, and individual action logic 
guidelines at this stage. With the advance of the urbanization process in the future , 
the social networks of rural residents will certainly occurred along the trend that has 
been showing and have more profound changes , but whether it will reach the form 
predicted by the western urbanization theory ,still remains to be further research and 
feasibility studied . 
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